
 

 

Dear Friends and Companions in Mission,      Easter 2018 

 

 I am writing to you from Indonesia in the second week of Easter, when the living Jesus comes to 

us, his disciples, with words of peace, and lets us see the scars in his hands and side so that we can know 

how much our God loves us. Your Christian brothers and sisters in Indonesia are celebrating that love 

and life together with you.  

 I am in Jakarta, the capital city of Indonesia, as the 

proud former teacher and thesis advisor of Casthelia 

Kartika, an Indonesian alumna of LTS (the Lutheran 

Theological Seminary in Hong Kong, where I teach) who just 

completed her DTh (Doctor of Theology) program. Now she 

teaches Church History at Sekolah Tinggi Teologi Amanat 

Agung (The Great Commission Theological Seminary), a 

Presbyterian seminary in Jakarta, and she also serves as the 

seminary’s new President. Casthelia invited me to come for 

five days to preach, teach, and lecture on the Devil in 

Christian tradition.  

 A highlight for me has been the four sessions of 

teaching in the seminary’s Emmaus program of theological 

education for local pastors and congregational members. The 48 students in the class and I have spent 

two days tracing the history of the concept of the Devil from the Old Testament until today as I speak in 

English and two of the seminary’s faculty members translate into Indonesian. We have been looking at 

how the earliest references to the Devil in the Old Testament describe 

the Devil as an angelic member of God’s court, serving God as a tester 

of the quality of people’s faith and as an accuser of sinners. But by the 

time of the New Testament, the Devil had become an enemy of God as 

well as of people; this view of the Devil continued in Church History, 

with the Devil acting either as an oppressor or as a tempter, seeking to 

destroy people. Bringing the topic up to the present, the class has 

examined how in our own time some people find it more helpful to 

convert the Devil from a personal character to an invisible power of 

evil in the world. Discussion has been lively and questions thoughtful, 

ranging from the practical “Is it OK to wear t-shirts depicting the 

Devil?” to the disquieting “Did God create the Devil to fight against 

God?”. My bottom line for the students is that destruction never has 

the last word for God. As one of my seminary professors used to 

remind us, “God’s final word to God’s people is ‘yes’.” That is what the 

resurrection of Jesus is about.   

 

 

 

 The seminary's dramatic poster 

for the course 

 The campus of Amanat Agung from the window 

of my guest room 



 I am heading back to Hong Kong 

to finish the semester there, and, much 

as I have loved teaching the students 

of LTS, this will be my last semester 

there. After a summer break in the 

States I will go to San Miguel de 

Allende, a small town in central 

Mexico, to take an intensive six-month 

course in Spanish, which I will practice 

daily with a Mexican host family. This 

will enable me to continue my studies 

of the Devil in Church History as I 

explore Mexican church history to see 

if I can find out why it is that the Devil 

has a role in Mexican Christmas 

traditions, showing up to try to keep 

people away from the baby in 

Bethlehem. I enjoyed sharing my research plans with the faculty and advanced students at Amanat 

Agung yesterday, and engaging with them the issue of how our understanding of everything related to 

God is shaped by our historical realities, not only in Mexico but also in Indonesia and the U.S. and 

everywhere else. 

 I will write one more time before I go to Mexico, to tell you about LTS’s graduation ceremony 

and to share some thoughts about how you can continue your support for the church’s global ministry. 

In the meantime, I thank you profoundly for your prayers and companionship over my four years in 

Hong Kong. I look forward to seeing some of you this summer to thank you in person. 

 

Associate Professor of Church History  

The Lutheran Theological Seminary,  

50 To Fung Shan Road, Shatin, N.T. 

Hong Kong SAR, China 

 

 

P.S. Your support makes a world of difference. Here is how to give:  

  
1. By check: Make payable to “ELCA Global Church Sponsorship” with “Carolyn Schneider (GCS2016)” in the memo 

line. Give through your synod office or mail your check to:  

ELCA Global Church Sponsorship 

ELCA Gift Processing Center 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 

 

2. By credit or debit card: See https://community.elca.org/HongKong  or call  

800-638-3522 and specify “Carolyn Schneider (GCS2016)”. 

 

3. By automatic monthly bank withdrawal, or to establish a covenant of prayer, communication and support: 

Contact 800-638-3522, ext. 2657,or globalchurch@elca.org. 

 

Dr. Casthelia Kartika and I at Amanat Agung in Jakarta, Indonesia, with 

Casthelia’s husband Robby Indarjono at left and the two professors 

translating for my class at right: Johan Djuandy (Biblical Studies) and 

Fandy Tanujaya (Systematic Theology). 


