
 

Easter 2017 

“Jesus Christ is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead.” 
(Colossians 1:18) 

 
Dear friends and co-missionaries, 
 
 In China, including Hong Kong, Easter always falls at the same time as Qing Ming, the spring 
festival. Last year they were on the same day; this year they were five days apart. I am fascinated by the 
way that the themes of these two holidays connect with each other. They both involve visiting the 
tombs.  

On Easter, Christians go to the cemetery with the disciples in the gospel reading and find Jesus’ 
tomb empty. On Qing Ming, families go to the cemetery to honor their ancestors at their tombs. A 
Chinese friend told me that honoring the ancestors is important for Chinese people because it helps 
them to reflect not so much on where they are going after they die but more on where their life came 
from in the first place. The ancestors brought them into the world and created their family. So, on Qing 
Ming the whole family gathers at the cemetery to clean up the tomb, burn incense as they say prayers 
to and for their ancestors, and leave offerings of food and drink.  

 

 
 

They might also bring offerings of paper models of the things their ancestors enjoyed in life: food, shoes, 
money, cigarettes, and burn these in a small oven next to the tomb. 



 
If the item is too big, like this paper car 
I saw at a funeral home!, they bring it 
to a special location designated for 
burning offerings. 
 Sometimes I talk with my 
students and colleagues about what 
Christians do on Qing Ming. They tell 
me that if the whole family is Christian 
they observe Qing Ming in a way that 
reminds me of the Mexican “Dia de los 
Muertos/Day of the Dead”. The whole 
family gathers for a picnic at the tomb, 
feeling that their ancestor is somehow 
present with them. They may pray and 
sing hymns and leave flowers behind. If 
there are only a few Christians in the 
family, they still join the family to show love and respect because this is still where they came from, 
even if they no longer participate in the offering rituals.  
 I think that the emphasis of Qing Ming on our origin puts a wonderful spin on Easter. If I go to 
the tomb of Jesus on Easter not to be reminded of my destination but to be reminded of “the origin of 
our existence,” as a Chinese friend put it, this makes Jesus’ empty tomb something truly new and 
amazing. The place where Jesus’ corpse was laid becomes the place from which the cause of all life 
emerges. It’s where we came from as a Christian family. So, on the day of resurrection we revisit Jesus’ 
empty tomb together to share a meal, to pray and sing, and to make the place beautiful with flowers 
because the Spirit of Jesus is with us there, making us alive together with Christ. Happy Easter season to 
you all! 
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P.S. Your support makes a world of difference. Here is how to give:  
  
1. By check: Make payable to “ELCA Global Church Sponsorship” with “Carolyn Schneider (GCS2016)” in the memo 
line. Give through your synod office or mail your check to:  

ELCA Global Church Sponsorship 
ELCA Gift Processing Center 
P.O. Box 1809 
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
 

2. By credit or debit card: See https://community.elca.org/HongKong  or call  
800-638-3522 and specify “Carolyn Schneider (GCS2016)”. 
 
3. By automatic monthly bank withdrawal, or to establish a covenant of prayer, communication and support: 
Contact 800-638-3522, ext. 2657,or globalchurch@elca.org. 
 


