
 

 
Dear Friends and Partners in Ministry,      New Year 2017 
 
 Happy New Year! As I write, it is the last day of our long New Year break (Jan. 28-Feb. 6), and 
tomorrow classes start again at the seminary. The celebration of the lunar new year is the most 
important occasion in the Chinese calendar. We are now in the year of the rooster, a year to be alert!  
One of the traditions that ushers in each new year is the lion dance. Trained dancers in lion costume go 
through the villages and markets accompanied by musicians playing loud drums and cymbals. They visit 

each home and market stall and dance to drive 
away evil spirits and open the way to a 
prosperous new year. I happened upon a lion 
dance yesterday at the vegetable stand where I 
usually shop in the market. I made a little movie 
of it and have attached it separately. (To see it, 
click on the down arrow in the attachment, then 
click on “View in OneDrive,” then click on “Lion 
Dance”.)    

Hong Kong is full of so many different 
traditions and beliefs. To give you a sense of the 
diversity, I will take you on a tour with my 
students. We will start in my office, where I look 
down at the red-colored 10,000 Buddhas temple 

complex (on the left in the photo). It got its name from the 10,000 statues in all sizes representing the 
Buddha. Many people go there to pray and to visit the niches of their loved ones in the columbarium. 
Facing 10,000 Buddhas and overlooking the town of Shatin is the Christian cemetery, on the hill just 
under the seminary. 
 There are many different traditions even within the Christian community in Hong Kong. For 
example, if we catch the metro train in Shatin and cross Victoria Harbor to Hong Kong island, we can 
visit a Cantonese-speaking Lutheran 
congregation called Abiding Grace. A 
few months ago, Pastor Simon Kwan 
invited me and some of the 
international students from LTS (the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary) to 
talk with the adult Sunday School 
class about the ministries of the 
churches in our countries. In the 
photo, Pastor Kwan is seated next to 
me as I explain the congregational, 
synodical, national, and global 
ministries of the ELCA. The group was 
most interested in the ELCA’s synodical ministries because they liked the idea of congregations in a 
region working together to carry out social ministries that they could not do effectively on their own.  



 Staying on Hong Kong island, we can 
also visit a very different kind of church. 
There is a small Coptic Orthodox Church 
here, where I frequently bring students to 
experience the Christianity that comes from 
Egypt. The early history of Egyptian 
Christianity is one of the areas I focus on as a 
scholar. Here are students Seng Tawng, 
Casthelia, Robby and I with Abuna (Father) 
Zocima at St. Thomas Coptic Orthodox 
Church, where the members come not only 
from Egypt but also from other countries, 
including Hong Kong itself. 
 Not too far from the Coptic church 
we can visit another religious community with origins in the Middle East, the Zoroastrians. Ervad 

Homyar always hospitably welcomes us to the 
Zoroastrian prayer hall and explains how his 
religion started in Persia and then moved to 
India, from which it spread around the world, 
even to Hong Kong, with the Indian soldiers 
and merchants during British colonial rule. 
Here is Ervad Homyar with students Kam, 
Polly, Syvonia, Winnie, and me. Zoroastrians 
have made many contributions to Hong Kong, 
one of which is the Star Ferry. Every visitor to 
Hong Kong and many locals ride the Star Ferry 
across Victoria Harbor, and we can go back to 
Kowloon that way.  

 On the way home, we can stop at the Kowloon Masjid, one of several large Islamic mosques in 
Hong Kong. Like the Zoroastrians, Muslims came to Hong Kong with the British a long time ago.  There 
are many established Muslim families of Pakistani descent in Hong Kong, but the largest number of 
Muslims are new arrivals: domestic workers 
from Indonesia. Here is Mufti (scholar) Ibrahim, 
our host at the masjid, with students Ola and 
his mother, Tony, Catriona, and me. 
 I bring students of church history to 
visit these neighbors because Christians around 
the world have lived for centuries among 
people of all these religions, working out how 
best to show God’s love in Jesus Christ. To 
understand our Christian ancestors, I think we 
need to try to understand their neighbors as 
well, who are also our neighbors, as we work 
out for our own time how to show God’s love in Jesus Christ.       

     
 Associate Professor of Church History, The Lutheran Theological Seminary 
 50 To Fung Shan Road, Shatin, N.T. 

    Hong Kong SAR, China 



P.S. Your support makes a world of difference. Here is how to give:  

  
1. By check: Make payable to “ELCA Global Church Sponsorship” with “Carolyn Schneider (GCS2016)” in the memo 
line. Give through your synod office or mail your check to:  

ELCA Global Church Sponsorship 
ELCA Gift Processing Center 

P.O. Box 1809 

Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
 

2. By credit or debit card: See https://community.elca.org/HongKong  or call  
800-638-3522 and specify “Carolyn Schneider (GCS2016)”. 
 
3. By automatic monthly bank withdrawal, or to establish a covenant of prayer, communication and support: 
Contact 800-638-3522, ext. 2657,or globalchurch@elca.org. 
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