
 

February 23, 2015 

Dear friends and sponsors, 
 
 Kung hei fat choi! That is how people greet one another during the Lunar New Year 
festivities in Hong Kong. Many New Year gifts feature the character for “blessing,” fu. Here it is 
on a calendar given to me by our seminary president, Dr. Simon Chow. 
This year the New Year was celebrated on 
February 19-21. Among English speakers there is 
some confusion over whether we are now in the 
year of the goat, the sheep, or the ram. The 
answer is “all of the above,” because the same 
Chinese character is used for all three of those 
animals.    
 In English we wish one another a happy, or 
sometimes a prosperous, new year. The Cantonese 
greeting literally wishes someone good fortune or 
wealth, fat choi. That seems to cause uneasiness 
for some Christians. Several of my Chinese 
colleagues and students have explained to me that 
they prefer to wish people hope or joy or grace, so 
they substitute these words for fat choi. They want 
to avoid the impression that if God loves you, God 
will give you lots of money. But others consider the 
traditional New Year greeting to be simply a part of 
their culture and point out that in a country like 
China, where poverty has always been a reality for many,  
wishing someone wealth is perfectly understandable. 
 This struggle over the role of wealth in the Christian life goes on in the U.S., too, and in 
fact has always gone on in the church. This semester I am teaching two church history courses 
about eras and movements in which wealth was really a hot topic: Medieval Church History, 
and Women Mystics and Mysticism. When we return to classes after this New Year’s break, the 
students in the Women Mystics class will be studying the European poverty movements of the 
13th century, when communities like the Franciscans, Dominicans, and Beguines renounced 
wealth to embrace poverty. 
 The students in the Medieval Church History class will be studying the beginning of 
Christianity in China in the 7th century through missionaries from the Syriac-speaking Assyrian 
Church. When I first arrived in August I toured the seminary’s library and was delighted to find 



on display a rubbing of an 8th-century stele (flat stone monument with writing chiseled into it) 
found in the Chinese city of Xi’an in the 17th century.  

 
It tells the story of how a monk named Aluoben 
and his companions preached and gathered the 
first Chinese community of “The Religion of Light” 
(Christianity) in 635 AD, during the T’ang Dynasty 
(618-907 AD). Although that first community was 
disbanded by the last emperors of the T’ang 
Dynasty, the church in China has revived and is 
going strong today.  
      The present-time church in Hong Kong is 
not only giving thanks for the start of a new year, 
but is also observing the season of Lent, a time of 
prayer and reflection. We continue to pray for 
Hong Kong itself. Although demonstrations in the 
streets have ended, conflict over how Hong Kong 
should relate to the central government in Beijing 
has not. The seminary has a bulletin board on 
which people have posted their prayers for Hong 
Kong. If you could post your prayer, what would it 
be? 

 
 
P.S. Your support makes a world of difference. 
Here is how to give:   
 
By check: Make payable to “ELCA Global Church 
Sponsorship” with “Carolyn Schneider 
(GCS2016)” in the memo line. Give through your 
synod office or mail your check to:  

ELCA Global Church Sponsorship 
ELCA Gift Processing Center 

P.O. Box 1809 

Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 
 

By credit or debit card: See 
https://community.elca.org/HongKong  or call  
800-638-3522 and specify “Carolyn Schneider 
(GCS2016)”. 
 
By automatic monthly bank withdrawal, or to 
establish a covenant of prayer, communication  
and support: Contact 800-638-3522, ext. 2657, 
or globalchurch@elca.org. 
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