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       Madison, Wisconsin                                                 www.tlcmsn.org             Pentecost/Advent/Christmas 2016 – November & December  
  

 

 

 The harvest season is upon us here 

in the Midwest, offering us the 

opportunity to reflect on all God’s 

gracious hand has entrusted to our care. I 

invite you to pause and thank God for the 

mercies you receive every day—home, 

friends, food, meaningful work, good 

relationships, and a loving faith 

community.  But nature shows us that, in 

addition to being thankful for what we 

receive, Autumn is a time to let go of what needs to be 

released. Perhaps it’s time for us to practice letting go of 

old grudges, old perceptions of ourselves/others, ideas 

that are no longer helpful. Maybe it’s time invite us to 

turn over a new gold/orange/crimson leaf even as we 

revel in the glorious colors and scents around us.                                   

 Here at Trinity, we are taking stock of our 

blessings as a congregation, and planning for the future.  

We are moving into the third and final year of our 

capital campaign, which enabled us to install an air 

conditioner, update our indoor lighting in many areas, 

and install solar panels on our roof, among other 

improvements that benefit the environment as well as 

the many groups that use Trinity's building--AA, Bike 

and Build, The Road Home, TOPS, The Canopy Center, 

and The Boy Scouts, just to name a few.                                                                                           

 Trinity continues to be a beacon of hope, 

providing local, national, and international connections 

with God's people everywhere.  Our ability to 

participate in the work of the South-Central Synod of 

WI (including the effort to help create homes for 

refugees) and the work of the broader church (programs 

like the ELCA World Hunger Appeal and our Global 

Mission partnership) are powerful opportunities for us 

to witness to God's love for the whole creation.                                                                 

 November is packed with opportunities for us to 

give thanks together.  On Nov. 6, All Saints' Day, please 

bring an item that represents a loved one who has died 

for our memory tables.  Rev. Marsha Swenson will 

preach and preside at worship, and lead an educational 

forum about grief and death following worship.                         

 November 13 is Commitment Sunday, when we 

will offer up the treasure we plan to provide for God's 

work through Trinity. Following worship, Pastor Sue 

will show photos of her trip to the Holy Land.                                                                  

 On Wed., Nov. 23, at 7 p.m. Trinity will host a 

Thanksgiving Eve worship service with our neighboring 

Lutheran congregations, St. John's and Zion.  Rev. Ken 

Smith of St. John's will preach, and a combined choir of 

the three congregations will sing during the service. 

Please bring pie to share afterward.                                                                                    

 Advent begins early this year--November 29th!  

Trinity will greet this new season of the church year by 

hosting a performance by Ken Lonnquist and Friends 

called Old Befana. Immediately following worship there 

will be a potluck, followed by this hour-long Yuletide 

theatrical musical.                                                            

 If you have time to stay for a bit after worship 

on Dec. 4, we will be decorating the sanctuary for 

Christmas. People of all ages are cordially invited to 

help.                                                                                          

 Because Advent and Christmas can be a chaotic 

as well as delightful time, Trinity will be offering a 

quiet 30-min. prayer service on Thursday evenings at 

6:15.  On Dec. 22, the service will be a bit longer and 

more interactive as we honor all who are struggling 

during our Longest Night Service.  This service will 

not be about the joys of the season, but a recognition of 

the darkness that makes it hard for some to rejoice.  

There will be an opportunity to receive the laying on of 

hands and anointing with oil for healing as well as 

communion at this service.                                                                              

 If you can't wait to sing carols (and are over the 

age of 21), stay tuned for details about Beer and Carols 

at the Harmony Bar (2201 Atwood Avenue; Madison).  

This event was a hit last year, so we're reviving the 

activity. We aren't sure of the date yet, but plan to bring 

friends and gusto for singing.                                   

 On Christmas Eve (Saturday, December 24), 

please bring friends and family to either the 4:30 p.m. 

or 10:00 p.m. Communion Services.  Both services 

will celebrate the Good News of Great Joy that is Jesus, 

our Emmanuel (God-with-us), as will the 10:00 a.m. 

service on Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25.  

Also please note that worship will begin at 10:00 a.m. 

on Sunday, Jan. 1 (New Year's Day).   

 Thanks be to God!  Pastor Sue

http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary/Year-C/Time-after-Pentecost.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Worship/Lectionary/Year-C/Time-after-Pentecost.aspx
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TRANSITIONS

WEDDINGS                                                                                                                                                                                   

9/9/16  Whitney Rose Lapacek & Mitchell James Tenjum                                                                                                                   

 (Glacier Canyon Lodge, Wisconsin Dells, WI)                                                                                                 

EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES… 

 

ALL SAINT’S DAY – SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6  

Please bring a labeled item that represents a loved one who has died, to display on our memory tables.   

 

POST-ELCTION PRAYER SERVICE – WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 

Though we've all longed for this election to be over, we must acknowledge that for many people, the 

day after will be a difficult one, as their candidates will not have won. It will be a day on which we 

intentionally move toward reconciliation among people holding different views. 
 

For all people, it begins a new era, in which the future is uncertain.  At such times, we gather together 

in prayer and gratitude that God is still the Lord of all. You are invited to join your prayers with others at 

Trinity Lutheran Church at 12:00 noon on Wednesday, November, 9. 

 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY & SLIDE SHOW of THE HOLY LAND – SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

Join us as we offer up the treasure we plan to provide for God's work through Trinity. Following worship, Pastor 

Sue will show photos of her trip to the Holy Land 

 

THANKSGVING EVE WORSHIP  
On Wednesday, November 23 at 7:00 p.m., there will be a combined Thanksgiving Eve 

worship service with St. John Lutheran Church and Zion Lutheran Church.  Rev. 

Ken Smith of St. John’s will preach and Pastor Sue will preside.  

A combined choir will sing.  (Even if you don't regularly sing in the choir, you are 

welcome to join for this night! See Wendy for music!) 
Trinity is responsible for providing pie (or similar treats) following worship.  Please talk to 

Eric Castleberg if you are able to provide a dessert.  

Join our neighbors in praising God for our bountiful blessings in this expanded community of faith! 

There will be NO WORSHIP SERVICE on Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 24
th

. 

 

DECORATE FOR CHRISTMAS – SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 4                                                                                                     
All are welcome to stay for a bit after worship on December 4, when we will be decorating the 

Sanctuary. People of all ages are cordially invited to help.         
 

ADVENT PRAYER SERVICES 

Because Advent and Christmas can be a chaotic as well as delightful time, Trinity will be offering a quiet 30-

minute  prayer service on Thursday evenings at 6:15, during the Season of Advent.  On December 22, the 

service will be a bit longer and more interactive as we honor all who are struggling, with our Longest Night 

Service.          
                                                     
 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH CHRISTMAS CARDS 
 Ever wanted to share the beauty of Trinity's stained glass windows with friends 

and family who live far away? Now you can!  Cards with images of our lovely windows 

will be available for purchase soon, in packs to be used for Christmas cards (why not 

order a bunch featuring the Nativity window?) or separately. Stay tuned for more details! 

FUNERALS 

8/6 Ruth Hamre 

10/6 Trenton Holte  
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CONGREGATIONAL POTLUCK & ‘OLD BEFANA’ YULTIDE MUSICAL PERFORMANCE  

Sunday November 27….Welcoming the Season of Advent: Congregational 

Potluck and ‘Old Befana’ A Yuletide Musical                                                             

(Length: 52 minutes. Audience: All ages) 

‘Old Befana’ is a lovely musical based on an ancient holiday story... a recipe for enchantment, its warmth and magic stirs 

audiences of all ages. This tale puts an illuminating spin on a familiar night of miracles, three Kings, a bright shining star, 

and a very special child.  Ken Longquist and his group have been rehearsing at Trinity and are honoring our congregation 

with the very first performance of their busy holiday tour.  Bring a dish and a friend!                                                                    
“Old Bafana was a new story to me. I really enjoyed a different twist on the usual Christmas/Epiphany tale. The 

music is fun, and the ending is somewhat unexpected. It will be a delight to usher in Advent with this celebratory 

community program!” Pastor Sue   

TRINITY LUTHERAN POINSETTIA SALE                                                                                                                                                                           

The sale of poinsettias will begin on Sunday, December 4.  Thirty flowers have been ordered to 

decorate our altar area.  The cost is $15 each and you may purchase flowers in memory of or to honor 

a living relative or friend.                                                                               

11th ANNUAL ATWOOD WINNEBAGO WINTER FESTIVAL                                                                                         
Save the date for the 11th Annual Atwood Winnebago Winter Festival! Friday, December 2nd from 

5:00pm-9:00pm.  

 Enter to win free prizes at each participating location. Enjoy special sales and deals 

to complete your local holiday shopping. Santa will be at Monona State Bank until 5:00 PM, 

then walking along Atwood and Winnebago until 9:00 PM.   

Buy tickets to win over $5,000 worth of products and gift certificates.  
For more information, stop into Megan's Custom Framing, 1941 Winnebago Street. Or call 

Megan 608.709.  Trinity has been invited to assemble a caroling group to take part in 

the festival. Details coming soon!

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES - Saturday, December 24                                                                                                 

 Worship at 4:30pm or 10:30pm with Holy Communion.  

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE – Sunday, December 25 

Worship at 10:00 a.m.  

NEW YEAR’S DAY – Sunday, January 1                                                                                                                                      

Please note that worship will begin at 10:00 a.m. 

*****************************************************************************************

******************************************************************************************

DONATIONS/MEMORIALS - FALL 2016 

Joanne McCloskey  

Undesignated – Josh & Amy Meinen 

 

Pearl Vogt 

Undesignated – Wayne & Mary Ann Martin  

 

Trenton Holte  

Undesignated – Wayne & Mary Ann Martin, 

Darlene Radel   
 

 Needy –Don & Joyce Knudtson, Trinity 

 Ushers  

FINANCIAL  

Update on 2016 Income and Expenses 
 

Income for the month of September               $22.172.55 

Expenses for the month of September              20,903.73 

Net Income (Loss) for September                      1,268.82 

 
 

Income for the Year to Date                 $210,343.49                                                                             

Expenses for the Year to Date                212,939.84  

Net Income (Loss) for the YTD               (2,596.35) 
 

Present Loan Amount from the Foundation     

$83,000.00 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Megans-Custom-Framing-151599075046446/
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DONATIONS &  NOTES OF THANKS  

FLOWERS  

Rick & Vicki Olson in memory of Vicki’s sister, 

Nancy Bingham honoring her birthday on August 7.  

Gale Bender in memory of Barb  

Don Huseby in memory of Jerlyn 
 

WINE 

Gale Bender - in memory of son, Timm 

George Falor  

 

BREAD 

Charlotte Kalish  Ann Spilde 

Deana Hipke  Ruth Kroneman  

Shirley Olson 

FELLOWSHIP/COFFEE FUND 

Tom & Kia Conrad  

Jim & Ruth Kroneman  
 

NEEDY 

Donna Fox  

TLCW 

Tom & Kia Conrad 

John & Deana Hipke-Krueger  
 

ARLYN FUERST PROJECT  

Keith & Joyce Stich  

Mark & Jill Halverson 

Jan Wolfe (in memory of June Pohlod) 
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

TLCW 
 

OTHER 

Rick & Vicki Olson In Kind Donation for Bike & 

Build, Eldon Hoel’s 94
th

 Birthday & Atwoodfest 

Don Huseby – in kind donation of a fiberglass ladder 

for Trinity & shelving for artificial flower storage in 

the Sacristy 

Steve & Jenifer Dyer – in kind donation; Keys for 

church, parts for railings on the stairs and a battery   
 

IHN/The Road Home 

TLCW 

Steve & Jenifer Dyer 

Rick & Vicki Olson  

Tom & Kia Conrad -  Groceries 

Keith Thompson

Dear Pastor Sue & the Members of Trinity Lutheran… Thank you so much for the generous donation of 

office supplies and art supplies for our Prayer Journal Retreat in November.  These supplies are a tremendous 

help to us in the programs we offer residents living in the Triangle Community.  I enjoyed spending time with 

you on God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday. Blessings to you in your ministry& service to God.                                                                                                                                                          

With peace & gratitude, Judy Nolde,  Chaplain (Triangle Community Ministry)  

Thank you to all of the people in your congregation for your recent donation to the MALC Jail Ministry,. The 

generous support of congregations like your makes it possible for the men and women incarcerated in the Dane 

County jail  to receive spiritual care and pastoral support. Blessings to you,   MALC Jail Ministry  

Dear Friends…Thank you for sharing your wonderful space with our Quilting Group on October 14 & 15.  

We had an enjoyable and productive time and so appreciate your hospitality and generosity.                                                              

With much gratitude, St. Bernard’s Piecemakers Quilt Group  

Thank you Trinity Lutheran Church for your donation of $1,000 to the Lutheran Social Services, ‘Off the 

Square Club’.  Your donation helped to fund the addition of a shower facility in our building.  The completion 

of this facility now allows those we serve to stop in for a hot shower.  Our ‘Off the Square Club’ is a daytime 

resource center for individuals living with mental illness some of whom are homeless.  You are invited to see 

the facility at our Open House Celebration on Wednesday, November 16, from 3:00 to 6:00PM at 4 North 

Hancock Street in Madison.  Thank you again for your generous donation!  

CAREBAGS FOR PANHANDLERS                                                                                                                                     
Thanks to the legendary generosity of this congregation, we have a large supply of 

goody bags to keep in the office and in the ushers area to give to people who come to 

the church looking for handouts.  Pictured are some of the volunteers who helped 

assemble the carebags as a service project on God’s Work. Our Hands Sunday.  

Congregation members are welcome to take a bag or two to keep in your car in case 
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you are approached in the parking lot or elsewhere. Each bag contains a few snacks and a list of local 

resources. You need not feel compelled to give money. See Deana Hipke if you have any questions.  

UNUSUAL GIFTS 

If you are looking for something other than another sweater or candle to give a loved one, 

why not make a gift to a ministry through Trinity Lutheran Church in their honor?  

Of course a gift to our capital campaign, "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" is an obvious choice, 

but if you are looking for something a bit different, what about one of these items on our                

Trinity Wish List?  

 The Homebound Communion Visitors could use some new communion kits. 

 Our sound system is about 20 years out of date, and we'd like a TV monitor in the narthex for scrolling 

announcements. What about a contribution toward new technology? 

 We'd like to put a bold new Trinity sign out in front on Winnebago St. and arrange some new 

landscaping around it to draw attention to the ministry we do. 

 Many people enjoy using Christ in Our Home devotional books. Maybe you could pay for a month of 

our subscription? 

 You can't go wrong with buying our Global Music Team's CD. It's one size fits all! 

 Sponsor the work of our partner missionary Carolyn Schneider through ELCA Global Mission. 

 Remember the colored banners that used to fly from the lampposts in our parking lot? New brackets 

and rainbow-colored flags for them would be a great gift. 

 Sponsor a month's worth of communion bread (you could order it from Just Bakery if you aren't a 

baker) or wine, or flowers for the altar.                                                                                                                   

 These are some ideas to consider, but feel free to create a category of your own if none of these is quite 

right.     

 

NEWS FROM OUR FORMER SEMINARIAN, JOE WILKINSON

Life is busy in Milwaukee.  I am taking a full course 

load this semester with two classes online--

Pentateuch; Queer Theology--and two classes on 

campus at LSTC in Chicago--Constructive Theology; 

Ethics and Politics in  the African American 

Community. I've also connected with the Comedy 

Sportz in Milwaukee and have been taking weekly 

classes in comedy improv, which have been most 

excellent.  

 Katheryn has been really enjoying her 

residency in the General Surgery program at Froedtert 

Hospital.  It is a demanding schedule, but she finds 

the work very fulfilling.  Lily turned a year old 

on Sept. 15th, and is growing really well.  She is now 

in the 50th percentile for weight and length for her 

age.  Lily still has quite a few folks in the medical 

team that are following with her for a variety of 

reasons, but we're hopeful she will be going into the 

winter season happy and healthy.  She does have an 

infection related to a surgical procedure on her spine 

that we are in the midst of which could use prayers 

for healing and continued perseverance.   

 I'm currently in conversation with the field ed.  

department at LSTC to see about arranging for an 

internship in Milwaukee to start this January.  The 

hope is to have my internship follow the calendar 

year, and provide me with a final semester after 

internship to finish my academic work and reflect on 

my experiences as an intern.  If we are not able to 

arrange an internship for this January, I'll be taking 

courses this spring to finish my academics, and then 

beginning a terminal internship afterward.  

 If there is a growing edge which best captures 

this fall, it would be awareness of God's transcendent 

mystery and God's steadfastness in suffering.  

Experiences in life and conversations in class are 

pushing me to take careful consideration of the ways 

we talk about God's providence in the world, and the 

ways God is present with us in our lives.   

 

Blessings to you all, Joe
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God’s Work. Our Hands                          

Sunday, September 11 

Service Projects Included: 
 

 Gathering & Assembling 

Office & Prayer Journal 

Supplies for  the Triangle 

Community Ministry   

 

 Collecting Items & 

Assembling Trinity’s  

Care bags for those in 

need in our Community 

 

 Writing letters to 

legislators about children 

in poverty.  

 

The time and generosity of all 

who donated items and 

contributed their time is so 

appreciated.                                                

It was a very productive day! 
 
 

Rally Sunday – The First Day of Sunday School!                     

September 11, 2016 
Many thanks to our Sunday School                                                        

Teachers and Helpers! 

Vicki Olson, Jen Dyer, Linda Svanoe, Ericka Short,                              

Kathy Brechlin & Gary Turk 

************************************************ 

Most importantly thank you kids and parents in your participation 

and support of our Sunday School & Confirmation Programs. 

We are off to a great start!  
 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM SOME SPECIAL AUTUMN EVENTS! 
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS…SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2
ND

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Sally & Jeff and their dog, Arthur.                                                        

    Glen Kenyon & his bird, Beebee. 

 Pastor Sue & ‘Cowboy’.  

 

Pastor Sue 

blesses a photo 

of Tyler 

Cameron’s 

dogs (with 

Grandma 

Anne Spilde) 

& a visitor and 

her dog in the 

background. 

 

       Deana Hipke & Toby 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 JoAnne Fabie & Pogo; Vicki Olson & 

Bridget; Ericka Short & Hunter; Sally 

Toseff 

 

   Guests of Trinity 

   Pastor Sue & ‘Cowboy’. 


