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The time after the 

Epiphany—the season 

between Christmas and 

Lent—is a season of light, a 

time in which the Church goes 

“back to basics.” We learn 

about Jesus’ baptism and 

primary teachings (The 

Beatitudes, for example) and 

hear key teachings from the 

Hebrew Scriptures, including 

this favorite from the prophet 

Micah: “Do justice, love 

mercy, and walk humbly with your God.” How 

we will commemorate this time here at Trinity? 

 

At our annual meeting in January, the 

Sabbatical committee will share its plans for this 

summer, when I will be away.  As a sneak 

preview, I can tell you that our theme is “Journey 

to a New Beginning,” and that we are pondering 

images and stories that support that theme 

(butterflies come up a lot in our conversations). It 

is important that the congregation understand that 

while I’m away this summer, immersing myself in 

the works of Impressionist artist and disappointed 

preacher Vincent Van Gogh, you, too, will be 

exploring how the Word becomes visual in our 

context in Madison. 

 

Additionally, we are beginning our year-

long celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 

Lutheran Reformation in February, 2017. Anyone 

who is interested is invited to read The Forgotten 

Luther: Reclaiming the Social-Economic 

Dimension of the Reformation, a new book that is 

co-edited by Carter Lindberg and Paul Wee. It 

offers insight into an often-neglected aspect of the 

Reformation—social justice.  We will be 

discussing the book after worship each Sunday in  

 

February. The book is published by Lutheran 

University Press and widely available, but if 

you’d like Trinity to order a copy for you ($15), 

please call the office and let us know.  We will be 

placing the order Jan. 13.   

 

A committee planning other 

commemorative activities for the Reformation is 

being formed now. Please talk to Karen Paulson 

or Pastor Sue if you are interested in being part of 

the planning team, or if you have suggestions of 

activities/classes/etc. you’d enjoy.  Also, the 

stained-glass tour of churches in Madison we’d 

hope to offer in the fall will be rescheduled for 

sometime this winter/spring. Stay tuned for more 

details about this field trip. 

 

This is also a good time to evaluate our 

outreach programs. While we continue to support 

many worthy activities, such as the refugee 

resettlement program, the Canopy Center, and 

Operation Fresh Start, are we engaged in 

proclaiming the Gospel as widely and clearly as 

we can be? Are there old programs that need to 

go? New ones that need to be created? Our culture 

embraces New Year’s Resolutions that are often 

unrealistic and abandoned by March or April. We 

in the church can take a longer view, and consider 

carefully what is calling to us and how we might 

respond in a lasting, meaningful way. 

 

As we embark on this Epiphany season, 

we remember that Light is an important image. 

May we, who are sometimes overwhelmed by the 

dreary weather and difficult current events of our 

lives, never forget that God’s love, made incarnate 

at Christmas, continues to bathe us in the glow of 

forgiveness, acceptance, possibility, courage, and 

hope. We are God’s beloved.  Thanks be to God! 

      Pastor Sue
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Thank you for giving us your time each week 
Knowing it is the Word of the Lord that we seek. 

And today we are blessed and grow more each day 
Because you dedicate your love to the Lord in this way. 
We wouldn't have Sunday School if it weren't for you. 

So today we say thank you for all that you do. 
  

 

     

 TRANSITIONS                                                                                                                                                  

WEDDINGS                                                                                                                                                                       

12/10/16  Jesie Lyn Star Smith & David Allen Danks                                                                            

                                                                                                               

BAPTISMS                                                                                                                                                                  

12/18/16 Nathan Houstin  

 
 
FUNERALS 

11/12 Phyllis Jorenby 

11/12 Robert D. Burmeister 

11/15 Billy D. Kanouse  

12/21 Betty Holen  
Nathan Houstin’s baptism on                      

December 18, 2016. 

A special thank you to our Sunday School children for their 
special songs, to Jen Dyer, Ericka Short and Linda Svanoe 

for teaching Sunday School and to our accompanists today – 
Penny, Aaron, Jonah & Jim.  You make the Education 

Commission proud!   Vicki Olson; Education Director 
 

   Sunday School Christmas Program                      Sunday, December 18, 2016 
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Trinity welcomed the Season of Advent with an open invitation to 

OLD BEFANA’ YULTIDE MUSICAL performance at Trinity on Sunday 

November 27.  Ken Lonquist and his musical crew spent many weeks leading up 

to Advent rehearsing their Seasonal show at Trinity.   As a thank you for the use 

of the building, Trinity was blessed with being the first stop on their local winter 

tour.                                                                                                                                  

Many also stayed after the show and enjoyed the opportunity to meet the talented 

performers at a Congregational Potluck.  Thank you to all who participated and 

contributed to make this event such a wonderful way to begin the season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES… 

Volunteers needed for IHN/The Road Home  

Guests from IHN/The Road Home will be here soon! January 15th is move-in 

day. If you would like to help or if you have any questions, please contact Vicki 

Olson at (608)-444-3830 

 

  The Homebound Communion Blessing on 

  Sunday December 18, also included the 

  blessing of handcrafted cards to send to 

  members of Trinity who tend to be  

  homebound, as a special way of letting 

them know many thoughts and prayers are with them 

through the Holiday Season and always.                                                                     

 The cards were initially going to be made by the 

Sunday School kids on December 11, but due to the 

cancellation of worship and activities because of the 

dangerous weather, that project was not completed as 

intended.  However, we would like to give a special 

thank you to Jen, Stephanie and Hannah Dyer, for 

braving the elements and spending time at Trinity 

crafting the cards.  
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Annual Meeting 

Trinity’s 111th annual meeting will be held after worship on Sunday, January 29.  Budget updates 

and commission reports will be presented. All congregation members are encouraged to attend the 

meeting and stay for the Chili Luncheon.  Please look for more information coming up in your 

weekly announcements bulletin.  

 

Welcome to Our Building!  

Canopy Center is happy to have additional office space in Trinity! We have moved 

the staff of another program to the building along with administrative staff (8 staff in 

total). The use of the building's space will be three rooms upstairs, two for offices and 

one as an art therapy room. One of our programs, Parent to Child, is a supervised 

visitation program. This program. which launched in July 2015, uses space on 

Wednesday evenings to provide parents with a chance to visit with their child(ren) 

while maintaining the child's safety. We know that removing a child from a home can 

often be nearly as traumatic as the abuse or neglect that required the removal. The 

goal is always to safely reunify a family and every effort is made to make this a 

reality. While the Dane County Department of Human Services provides this 

programming M-F 8-5, they are unable to meet the needs of parents who work first 

shift or who have children in school. Parent to Child steps in to provide the service 

weekday evenings and weekends. While we meet families in many different settings, 

the use of Trinity's building allows us to provide the service to multiple families at 

once since each family can meet in a separate room. The art therapy room is well received as a place for 

parents and their kids to create art together, talk and laugh and just enjoy one another. As with all of our 

programs, we provide this service with the help of many volunteers and interns.

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONATIONS/MEMORIALS – Fall/Winter 2016  

Robert Deutscher  

Undesignated – Irene Deutsher  

 

Bob Burmeister  

Needy Fund  – Don & Joyce Knudtson 

Needy Fund  – Gale Bender 

Needy Fund  – Karen & Phil Paulson 

Needy Fund  – Darlene Radel 

Needy Fund  – Chuck & Teresa Busby  

Needy Fund  – Maxine Chamberlain  

Needy Fund  – Jim & Linda Svanoe  

Needy Fund  – betty Burmeister  

Needy Fund  – Non-members 

Arlyn Fuerst Music Project – Vern & 

Penny Jacobson  

Arlyn Fuerst Music Project – Shirley Olson  

Undesignated – Rick & Vicki Olson  

Needy Fund – Gordie & Jo Erickson  

 

Trenton Holte  

Undesignated – Don Huseby 

 Needy –Jo & Gordie Erickson  
 

 

Billy Kanouse  

Undesignated – Rick & Vicki Olson 

  Undesignated – Wayne & Mary Ann Martin  

Needy Fund – Gordie & Jo Erickson  

Needy Fund  – Betty Burmeister  

Arlyn Fuerst Music Project – Karen & Phil 

Paulson  

Christ In Our Home devotional books – Darlene 

Radel  

 

Phyllis Jorenby  

 Undesignated – Family of Phyllis Jorenby  
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Dear Trinity Lutheran Church…Thank you so much for offering the space for our End-of-the-Year Chrysalis 

Celebration of Success on Friday, December 9th.  We had 60 people come out and join us!  It was really nice to 

have the chance to reflect on all the hard work Chrysalis clients dedicated to their goals of the last year.  The 

space worked out perfectly for the event Everyone really enjoy4ed themselves.  Thank you!  Dari  

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church Members and Staff…Thank you for allowing the United way of Dane county 

Building Economic Stability Community Solutions Team to use your wonderful church for our meeting!  Thank 

you for opening your doors to us.  Many blessings, Angela Jones 

Thank you to Don & Joyce Knudtson & Anne Spilde for assembling the November & December Seasons on 

October 26, 2016.  

CAREBAGS FOR PANHANDLERS                                                                                                                                     
Thanks to the legendary generosity of this congregation, we have a large supply of goody 

bags to keep in the office and in the ushers area to give to people who come to the church 

looking for handouts. Congregation members are welcome to take a bag or two to keep in 

your car in case you are approached in the parking lot or elsewhere. Each bag contains a 

few snacks and a list of local resources. You need not feel compelled to give money. See 

Deana Hipke if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

DONATIONS & NOTES OF THANKS  

 

FLOWERS 

Don Huseby in memory of Jerlyn.   

George Falor provided November Altar flowers.  

Shirley Olson provided two artificial flower 

arrangements in honor of her mom, Gwen Olson, 

who celebrated her birthday on November 14 

Bill & Carol Winge in memory of Grenadine 

Winge’s birthday, November 28. 

 

WINE 

Darlene Radel  
 

BREAD 

Charlotte Kalish  

Deana Hipke 

Shirley Olson 

Anne Spilde  

Ruth Kroneman  

 

 

NEEDY 

James & Beverly Schwarz 

Donna Fox (3 Contributions)  

Maxine Chamberlain 

John & Joan Ruppenthal 

David Kesler (NM) 

Vikki & Ferry Kennedy   

   

OTHER 

Rick & Vicki Olson - in kind donations of toner for 

printer  

Steve & Jenifer Dyer – in kind donation of church 

keys.  

Vicki Olson – in kind donation to Porchlight Inc 

Deana & John Hipke Kreuger - in kind donation 

for Trinity domain name and No-Ad hosting site.    

Shirley Olson – in kind donation of a new faucet 

for the work room.  Thank you to James Svanoe 

for his time in installing the faucet.  

 

IHN/The Road Home 

Rick & Vicki Olson 
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The Planning Council will be requesting congregational approval and support of moving ahead with the 
proposal of an outdoor electronic sign at the Annual Meeting following worship on Sunday, January 29.  
The following letter and diagram are to provide members some background information prior to the 
meeting.  Feel free to talk with Steve Dyer if you have questions or would like any further information.                                                                                                  
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of helping to support this project.  
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